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IN NON-ESSENTIALS, LIBERTY 

The following is a non-exhaustive list expressing thoughts on a number of issues I’m often asked about that,  
while not reaching the level of being historically “essential” to the Christian faith, are still perspectives  

that admittedly influence my life, teaching, and the culture I’m striving to help create. 
There is obviously much more to be said on each of these issues, 

but this is at least a good way to start the conversation… 

GOD’S CREATION  
I believe God calls us to be stewards of His creation, including efforts to protect all human life, whether old or young, 
born or unborn, friend or foe. I also recognize – and make room for – the differing views on exactly how God’s creative 
process was executed, and how it continues to play out. (i.e. I know there are many solid, Jesus-loving, Bible-believing 
people who fully believe in a “young earth” perspective of creation, while others of the same description fully believe 
in an “old earth” perspective; I – and our team – strive to lead a culture where both people know they are welcome.) 

GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY 
I believe God is fully in charge over the universe, but that His sovereignty doesn’t require Him to exercise meticulous 
control over every detail contained within it; to do so, from my perspective, would require Him to be the author of – 
and impetus behind – evil as well as good. Instead of an architect drafting a blueprint of each specific detail in our lives, 
I see the God of Scripture as a good King reigning over a Kingdom, and as the One who will ultimately accomplish His 
redemptive plan for our lives, for humanity as a whole, and for creation itself. 

GOD’S OMNISIENCE 
I believe God knows all things, and that in light of His uniquely divine perspective – and our incredibly limited human 
perspective – we are called to fully put our trust in Him for all things. I also recognize – and make room for – differing 
views on how God’s omniscience plays out in practical terms. 

GOD’S WISDOM AND COMPASSION AMIDST SUFFERING 
I trust in God’s ability to work all things for good – including our pain and suffering – without necessarily being the 
decisive cause behind it. I acknowledge that, in His wisdom, and for reasons we often fail to understand, He is still the 
One Who allows it, but I believe He is also the One Who walks with us through it, and Who wants us to pursue Him for 
deliverance from it, while remaining committed to Him no matter what His response appears to be. 

OUR FREE WILL 
I believe God gave human beings the gift and responsibility of “free will,” and that we’re all given the opportunity to 
respond to His offer of salvation, without taking any credit for our salvation in the process. I also believe we are called 
to actively partner with the Holy Spirit as He forms us into the image of Jesus, where we learn to bring our flawed free 
will choices into alignment with His good, pleasing and perfect will. 

OUR ELECTION or PREDESTINATION 
I believe in the Biblical concept of election and predestination; not that individuals are selected or rejected by God in 
advance, but that, corporately, all followers of Jesus are predestined in Him to become like Him. I believe our election 
isn’t about individual salvation or damnation, but involves the whole of God’s covenant family, and our growth in the 
character and competency of Jesus. 



~ GROWING DISCIPLES OF JESUS, IN AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY, FOR KINGDOM MISSION ~ 

OUR ATONEMENT 
I believe that through the sinless life, the sacrificial and substitutionary death, and the victorious resurrection of Jesus, 
our sins are atoned for, our relationship with our heavenly Father have been restored, and the powers of darkness,  
sin and death have been defeated. Some might describe this as the “both/and” approach to certain elements of the 
“penal substitution” and “Christus Victor” views of the atonement, both of which are given space at Vintage. 

OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
I believe all the gifts God made available in Scripture are relevant and necessary for present life in His Kingdom, with 
none being the exclusive sign of the Spirit’s presence or activity in our lives (save the ability to live them out in loving 
service to those they’re designed to edify and encourage.) I also believe these gifts are available to all followers of Jesus, 
not based on gender, but on one’s character, competency, and calling. 

OUR PARTICIPATION IN SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
I believe we are called to partner with Jesus in actively addressing the powers of darkness in our lives, and in the lives 
of those we’re called to love and serve. This involves prayerfully engaging in Biblically based spiritual warfare against 
demonic influences like fear, anxiety, worry, sickness, confusion, deception, rebellion, etc. 

OUR PARTICIPATION IN PURSUING KINGDOM JUSTICE 
I believe we are called to pursue God’s Kingdom justice in this hurting and broken world, while recognizing – and 
making room for – differing views on what this means for followers of Jesus from a political and/or military 
perspective (i.e. clearly Jesus wants us to love our enemies, pray for those who persecute us, etc.; I also affirm that  
God establishes and uses human governments – in part – to mete out justice against those who threaten the rest  
of humanity; I acknowledge differing views, however, in the role followers of Jesus ought to play in that process.) 

OUR SEXUALITY 
I believe that – as the exclusive Author and Creator of human sexuality – God alone has the right and privilege to 
decide how that gift is best expressed, and that the ideal He presents in Scripture is for sexual activity to be celebrated 
in the context of a life-long covenant marriage between one man and one woman. I also recognize, however, that there 
are a number of solid, Jesus-loving, Bible-believing people who disagree with this perspective, and want them to know 
they are welcome at Vintage despite that disagreement. 

OUR MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIPS 
Within the concept that marriage is a life-long covenant between one man and one woman, I recognize – and make 
room for – differing views on how that relationship is best lived out. Some take what is known as an “egalitarian” 
approach (where roles of leadership and responsibility are shared based on personality, gifting and calling), while 
others prefer a more “complementary” approach (where roles of leadership and responsibility are more defined based 
on gender.) When properly applied, from a Biblical perspective, I believe either approach can be lived out in a way that 
honors God, and releases both participants to grow in their relationship with Jesus and with one another. 

 


